Step 1

PHONETICS:
The Kazakh Alphabet
Introduction to Unique Kazakh Sounds

CONVERSATION:
Greetings and Introductions



PHONETICS: The Kazakh Alphabet |

The Kazakh alphabet contains 42 letters. These are given below in their correct order,
which you should learn, as you will soon be looking up words in a dictionary. The
second column describes the sound of each letter. Where possible, an approximate
English equivalent is given. The letters marked with a star (*) only occur in words
borrowed from the Russian language.

EXERCISE 1: PRONUNCIATION PRACTICE: THE KAZAKH ALPHABET

Listen and repeat:

Letter The sound it represents Examples
A a like "a" in "father" aH, ama, 0aja, ajaMa, aj, 06ac
o9 like "a" in "class" OH, OHIII, ITOH, TOH, COH, MOH
Bo like "b" in "box" Oac, Oaj, Oaia, 6aba, 6ay, 6aybsIp
*B B like "v" in "vat" BaT, nuBaH, lBaH, HeBa
I'r like "g" in "get" ere, eris, Here, ceri3
I like "d" in "desk" Iom, maja, oopi, 1oM, JoMXxaHa
Fr unique sound ara, Tara, O0ara caFraT, TaraT
Ee like "e" in "met" ell, ec, €K, €M, €p, epMeK, eleH
*B 8 like "yo" in "yolk" énka, [Iérp, Pémop
K x2K like "zh" in "measure" JKaj, 3Ka3, XKal, XKaH, XaKChl, KaMaH
33 like "z" in "zoo" a3, Tasa, xkasa, 003a, Ma3a, 0aszap
Uu like "ee" in "need" TH, THME, U, UHE, UiH, KUiM
15871 like "i" in "time" and "oi" in Mam, II1ay, Tam, can, oM, KoM, TOM

"coin"
K x like "k" in "key" €Ki, eIllKi, KeH, KeHe, Kece
K unique sound aK, KaHT, Kapa, Kac, KachIK, Kalla, TaKTa
Jdn like "I" in "like" (soft) JIeK, XeJ, KeJ, ColleM
or like "I" in "bottle" (hard) KaJja, Tall, 0ajl, Maj, 6ana

MM like "m" in "man" Maj, Majlllbl, MeH, eMeH, MOJ
H=n like "n" in "not" HaH, XXaH, JX0He, TaHa
H u like "ng" in "sing" COH, TOH, MbLIH, OH,
Oo like "o" in "toe" OH, OH, COT, OTaH OTKI3, TOThI
O e like "u" in "burn" 03, K03, KolIlle, oTe, 00JIME
II o like "p" in "apple" IIoH, IIOHME, €Cell, CEeNTe
Pp like "r" in "arrow" Kapa, apa, Tap, Tapa, Tapak
Cc like "s" in "miss" ic, Kec, Kece, ecik, Kac, Kac, Mac




Tt

like "t" in "take"

aT, Taja, Tac, Takrta, or, 2Kart

Yy like "00" in "pool" Cy, V, VBIK, CYBIK, Ky, Oy

¥Yvy like "u" in "bull" YJI, YH, YJIbI, OYJIT, YJIT, OYII
Yvy unique sound YH, KYH, TYH, 2KYH, Y1, KYJI

*D b like "f" in "fit" donema, poHETHUKA

X x like "h" in "hunting" XaT, XOII, Xall, XaJIbIK

h unique sound kahapmas, Kahap

* 1o, like "ts" in "its" Ioi1, menTHED

*q q like "ch" in "chance" Yaman, YkamaoB

I 1mx like "sh" in "ship" IIeH, IIellle, IeKIIeH, M, II10J
* I 11 like "shsh kerte, Illopc i.e. double "sh"

*5 no sound value Cche3, Chesi

bl ®1 unique sound 2Kp111, BIC, BITBIC, KBIC, MbIC, 2K¥YMEBIC
Ii like "i" in "tin" iH, ic, Kici, ilmiK, ecik

b no sound value HIOJIb, UIOHB, alIpellb

*D » like "e" in "mend" Mbisc, BiIeBaTOP

*10 10 like "yu" in "yule" aro, Koro, 010, xk2Koro, Toro
g4 like "ya" in "yarn" as, 2Kas, mad, Task, asdk, casdk

EXERCISE 2: PROUNUNCIATION PRACTICE: UNIQUE KAZAKH LETTERS AND SOUNDS THEY

REPRESENT
Listen to the tape and repeat:

Letter Examples
(SX) OH, IIoH, COH, OHIIIi, MOTEp
Fr ara, aralil, Kara3, MaraH

H u 2KaHa, TaH, COH aH, KaHrap
Oeo ec, Koll, 0eiaMe, ToOe, TOp

Yv YJI, YH, YJIbI, O¥JI, O¥IT

Yy KYH, TYH, KYJI, YIKEH

bl b1 2KbL1, BIC, BICTBIK, KbIC, OATBIP
KK aK, KpIC, Kap, KOJI, KaHT, KallaM

h kahapman, xkahap, I'ayhap




There are certain letters in the Kazakh alphabet, which can easily be confused with
English letters. The following table illustrates differences between the two writing
systems.

Letter Don't confuse with:

B B English B b. This letter is like the English "v" in "vat".
Fr English F f. This letter is unique Kazakh sound.

K x English K k. This letter is unique Kazakh sound.

Hn English H h. This letter is like the English "n" in "not".

H gy English H h. This letter is unique Kazakh sound which is

like the English "ng" is "sing".

O e English O o. This letter is unique Kazakh sound.

Pp English P p. This letter is like the English "r".

Cc English C c. This letter is like the English "s".

Yy English Y y. This letter is like the English "00" in "pool".

Yy English Y y. This letter is unique Kazakh sound.

¥y English Y y. This letter is unique Kazakh sound.

X x English X x. This letter is like the English "h" in "hunting".
h English h. This letter is unique Kazakh sound.

EXERCISE 3: PRONUNCIATION PRACTICE: CONSONANTS

Listen and repeat:

Consonant Examples
0 bac, 0ek, bpaun, Bpuranusx
B BammaTrron, Bupruausa, nupan, Hesa
r Here, miere, erey, Tereimi, I'Baremasa
F FachIp, FallbIM, ara, kara, Famm
i Joc, jo, jiai, aey, dysp
K Kac, x2Kan, 2Kaxn, x2Kas, 2Kone, 2Kaman

w

3aT, 30D, €3y, 03€K, 03eH

ay, Tayl, Man, Kou, xk2Kau, cal, Jranu

Kec, Kece, ecik, eciM, Kip, KOMIILIOTEP

al, ana, Oaia, Oal

Mall, Mall, MeH, MeKTen, MaH4decTep

He, HaH, aHa, eMeH, Here, Hap, Hegra

T om o2 m R =

COH, TaH, MaH aH, ThIH, XaHFaK




id ama, amap, Ilepje, IIbIIIak, mnemi, I[lepy

apa, Kapa, ep, Iepae, epmek, Penran

ho]

cak, caH, 2Kac, 2Kactrik, 2KacreIk, Mac, nac, Cyes

(@]

aT, aH, TaHa, TakK, Tac, TaKTa, To0e, TOCEK, KaTThl, TOKMUO

Yda, douema, dbonerurka, PuHIIHIUS

XaHa, acxaHa, ToMXaHa, KiTamxaHa, xk2KaTtakxaHa, XaMuT, AXMeT

nearep, Lon

man, miam, akma, [loTmarmus

B E B | B |2

kerre, [lopc

EXERCISE 4: PRONUNCIATION PRACTICE: VOWELS

Listen and repeat:

Vowel Examples
a ac, aca, aHa, ama, ak, O0ajna, Adpuka
2) oH, MoH, o2Ke, oke, OHIU
e €C, ece, eCeK, €CEH, eCiK, eciM
€ II€Tp, énka, €2Kob
u WHe, KhiM, uMeK, MHaus
0 0JI, OH, COH, TOH, JIOT, KOJI
e ©H, 03i, K63, 6eIMe, TOOE, TOCEK
y 0y, Ky, CY, CYBIK, TY, TaybIK
¥ ¥JI, YIIBI, YH, KY¥YH, KYJIbIH, O¥JI
Y YH, TYH, KYH, KYJI, KYJI, YIKEH, YI
BI MBIHAY, KbIC, bIC, KbIMbI3, KbI3, bIM
i ic, Tinm, iH, KiJieM, TiJieK
) ®KBATOP, PKCKOBATOP
10 010, KOIO, COIO , TOIO, KMIO, IOIIUTEP
s Xas, cas, Mad, as, ask, Task, cask, Snra

EXERCISE 5: CONVERSATION ELEVENTS

Listen and repeat:

aTeIM Maiik [name is Mike]

MEHiH aTbIM [my name]

Mesniy ateiM - Maiik [My name (is) Mike.]
Canemerciz 6e? [How do you do?]

Kaman [how]

XaltiHi3 [your condition]

Xaminiz kanain? [How are yor?]



Xakcol [Good.]

Paxmer [Thank you]

Tepke mibirbiHBI3 [Be seated]

aTbIHBI3 KiM? [name your]

cizuin [your-polite form]

Ciznin aTeiHpI3 KiM? [What (is) your name?]

EXERCISE 6: PRONUNCIATION PRACTICE

Listen and repeat the following words noting the unique Kazakh sound:

9  colleM, calleMeET, cajemeTci3 0e?, xamin, xamiHi3 (Note the "a" in the word "xan" is
pronounced like "9".

MEHiH, CEHiH, Ci3HiH, aThIHbI3, aThIH, XalliH, XaJiHi3

Kalram, 3k 2KaKkcel

TOp, TOPTE, TOPTE IILIFBIHBI3

ITBIFBIHBI3, TOPTe ITBIFBIHBI3

MO R T

EXERCISE 7: CONVERSATION

Listen to the following dialogue:

Comemercis 0e?

Comemercis 0e?

Xamigis xamamn?

Paxmer. 2Kakcwi. Ci3nin xaniHi3 kanan? [How are you?]
Paxmer. 2Kaxkcel. Topre IIBIFBIHBI3.

Paxmer.

Menin ateiM Anama. Ci3giH aThIHBI3 KiM?

Memnig athiIM Mamk.

Paxmer.

‘H(EIII}ISE 8: TRANSLATION

Translate the dialogue in Exercise 7 into English using Exercise 5. Check your answers
with the key.

‘H(EIII}ISE 9: CONVERSATION PRACTICE

Listen to the dialogue in Exercise 7 and repeat.

‘H(EIIGISE 10: READING

Listen to the following dialogue. Then listen again and repeat after each line.

Camem! [Hi! or Hello! - familiar form, i.e only to your friend].
Conem! Xan xanan? [How are you - familiar form]
Paxmert. 2Kaxkchr.



EXERCISE 11

Memorize the dialogue given in Exercise 10.



Step 2

GRAMMAR:
Model 1. MbeiHAy - mapra.
Model 2. MbpIHaAy ecik emec.

VOCABULARY:
The Classroom & School Supplies



EXERCISE 12: Model 1

Model 1: MeIHay - mapra.
This is a desk.

Listen. [Note that the dash is used to separate the subject (nouns, pronouns or
demonstrative pronouns) from the nominal predicate. The dash approximates the
auxiliary verb (e.g. "is") in English].

Mpeinay - mapra This is a desk.
MpbiHay - KaOMHET This is a classroom.
Mpeinay - komnbiopep  This is a computer.
Mpeinay - crou This is a table.
MpeiHay - TakTa This is a blackboard.
Msinay - 60p This is a chalk.
AmHay - ecik This is a door.
Amnay - Tepese This is a window.
AHay - eneH This is a floor.
Anay - mam This is a light.
Anay - Te0e This is a ceiling
Anay - myGepek This is an eraser (for blackboard).
MbiHay - OPBIHBIK, This is a chair.
MpbiHay - G¥pbILI This is a corner.

‘H(EIIGISE 15: TRANSLATION

Read Exercise 14 and translate into English. Check your answers with the key.

‘H(EIIGISE 16: PRONUNCIATION PRACTICE

Listen and repeat the pronunciation of the following nouns for school supplies.

/K/ KapbiHmanmn [pencil]
KanaMm [pencil]

Kara3 [paper]

Kajamcan [pen]

/e/ cemke [bag]

emIiprimI [eraser]

ce3nik [dictionary]

/¥/, /Bl/ ChI3FBII [ruler]

EXERCISE 17: COMPOSITION

Compose sentences with the nouns for school supplies (Exercise 16) using Model 1
(Exercise 12).

Model: MpiHay - ...
Amnay - ...

EXERCISE 18: TEXT #1: Model 2

Model 2: MbiHay cTos1 eMec.
This is not a table
The negative word "not" is expressed with the word "emec" in Kazakh.



Read the following text.

Mugiray - mapra. MeiHay ctoll emec. MbIHAy - ecik. MprHay Tepe3e emec. MbiHay eneH. MeiHay
Tobe emec. AHay - mam. AHay 6op eMec. MbIHAy - IyOepekK. MEBIHAy TakKTa eMec.

EXERCISE 19

Read the following text and translate. Check your answers with the key.

Mpginay - kiTan. MeiHay gonTep eMec. MbIiHay - KamaMm. MbIHay KajgamMcan eMec. MbIHay -
Kara3. MbiHay gomTep eMec. MbIHAy - eImiprimi. MpIHAYy CHI3FBIII eMec. MBIHAY - COMKE.
Mginay ce3mik emec. MbIiHay - KapbIHmall. MpIHAy Karamcall eMec.

EXERCISE 20

Make the following sentences negative. Check your answers with the key.

MpiHay - KaOWHET.
MgIHay - KOMIIBIOTED.
MgIHay - CTOJI.
Amnay - mapra.
Amnay - TakTa.
Mpgeinay - 60p.
MpgriHay - mIyoepex.
Amnay - Tepese.
Amnay - ecik.

AmHay - OYpBIIII.
Amnay - Te0e.
MgiHay - eneH.
Amnay - miam.
MEIHAy - OPBIHIBIK



Step 3

GRAMMAR:
Model 3: ITapra xx2Kaxkchel. [The desk is good.]
Model 4: ITapTa ecki emec. [The desk is not old.]

VOCABULARY: Simple Adjectives:
x2Kakcer, 2Kaman, 2KapbeIk, KapaHFHI,
2Kana, ecki, Ta3za,kip, amaca, Omik



EXERCISE 21: Model 3

Model 3: ITapra xk2>Kakchl.

The desk is good.

Listen and compare. Note that if the subject is a noun and the predicate is an
adjective, the dash is not used. The linking verb is understood.

Example: ITapTa 2Kaxkcel.

The desk [is] good.

Mpginay - mapra.
ITapTa 2Kaxchl.
MpgiHAy - CTOIL.
Cron 2KamaH.
MpgiHay - memTep.
Henrep 2Kana.
MpyIHAy - OIIipriml.
Ouriprim ecki.
MgiHay - ceMke.
CeMKe Ta3za.
MpkIHAy - 1IYOepex.
IIIy6epek Kip.
MprbIHAy - KaOWHET.
Kabuner 2K>kaphbIK.
MpgiHay - TeOe.
TebOe Owmik.

MpgiHAy - CTOIL.
Crom amaca.

This is a desk.

The desk is good.
This is a table.

The table is bad.
This is a notebook.
The notebook is new.
This is an eraser.
The eraser is old.
This is a bag.

The bag is clean.
This is an eraser.
The eraser is dirty.
This is a classroom.
The classroom is light.
This is the ceiling.
The ceiling is high.
This is a table.

The table is low.

‘H(EIIGISE 22: PRONUNCIATION PRACTICE

Listen and repeat.

/x/ 2Kakcsl [good]

‘H(EIIGISE 22: PRONUNCIATION PRACTICE

Listen and repeat.

/k/ 2Kaxkcsl [good]
ITapTa 2Kaxkcel.
Kabouner 2Kaxkcsl.
Tepeze 2Kakchl.
Ecik 2K!

Ecix 2Kaxkcehl.
Enen 2Kaxkchl.
2Kaman [bad]
Tobe 2Kamam.
byprim 2Kamas.

OpsIHOBIK 2KamaH.

Omiprimm 2KamaHs.
/u/ 2KaHa [new]
Co3nik 2Kana.
Creisrenn 2Kana.
Kommysie_
Kommmrotep 2Kana.
/i/  ecki [old]
HemTep ecki.



Kitam ecxi.
Omriprii ecki.

Kip [dirty]

Kabuner Kip.
TakTa Kip.
IIy6epek Kip.
ITapTa Kip.
OpBIHOBIK, Kip.
Cron xi_

Croun Kip.

/3/ Ta3a [clean]
CeMKe Ta3a.
IHonTep Ta3a.
Tepese Taza.

Ecikx 1! !

Ecik Ta3a.

Enen taza.

Tebe Ta3a.

/K/ xk2KapsbIK [light]
Kabunet xx2KaphbIk.
Tepese x2Kappik.
KapaHrb! [dark]
IlTam KapaHFHI.
KaGuner KapaHFbI.
amaca [low]

Tebe amaca.

Ecix !

Ecik amaca.

ITapTa amaca.
OpBIHOBIK, allaca.
Cron !

Cron amaca.

ouik [high]

Tebe Ouik.

Ecix owmik. [The door is tall].
Ecix owmik. [The door is tall].
ITapTta Owmik.
OpBIHIBIK OUiK.
Crai Ouik.

EXERCISE 23: SENTENCE COMPLETION

Fill in the blanks with appropriate adjectives: :x>Kaxcs1, 2Kaman, 2Kana, ecki, Tasa, Kip,
2Kapeik, Kapanrsl, anaca, 6uik. Check your answers with the key.

Ka6uner Ka6uner
Tobe Enen
Tepese Ecix

TakTa bop
[Iv6epek Cron
ITapTta ODpBIHIBIK
Byppmn Ce3mik
Kiran Kapemamam
Kamamcan Kapemamam
HemTep Omuripriim
CisrpIm CeMKke

Karas




EXERCISE 24: TRANSLATION

Read the following sentences and translate them into English. Check your answers with
the key.

Kommrorep 2Kana. Tebe taza. Tebe Ouik.

Enen xip. Tepese Ttaza. Tepese amaca.

Kapemmam sxk2Kamam. Ce3smik 2Kaxkcol. CeMKe ecki.
Kab6uner 2KappIk.

‘H(EIIGISE 235: SENTENCE STRUCTURE

For each sentence in Exercise 24 underline the subject with a single line and the
predicate with a double line. Check your answers with the key.

‘H(EIIGISE 26: TRANSLATION

Listen and translate. Check you answer with the key.
Example: n3JC 2K333. [The study is clean].

2K333 K [A clean study]
n3JC 2K333. is a sentence
2K333 K is a phrase

KommoTep kaHa. >KaHa KOMIIIOTED

ITapra ecki. ecki mapra

TobOe Oumik. Owmik TEdE

Crox amaca. ajlaca CTOJ

Enen xip. Kip emeH

Tepese Taza. Ta3za Tepese

Ecik 2Kana. 2Kana ecik

KaGuner KapaHFbl. KapaHFbl KaOWHET

IlTam 2KapprIk. sk 2KaphIK I11am

EXERCISE 27: TRANSFORMATION DRILL

Cover the right hand column and change the sentences in the left column into phrases.
Then check your answer with the right column.

1.
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EXERCISE 28: Model 4

Model 4: ITapra ecki emec.
The desk in not old.

Formation of negative sentences:
Kabunetr 2Kapsik. [The classroom is light.]
Kabunetr 2Kapsik emec. [The classroom is not light.]

Kabuner is the subject
2KaprIk is the predicate adjective
Ewmec is the negative word

Emec makes the whole sentence negative. The negative word emec follows the adjective.

Cover the right hand column and change the sentences in the left column negative
sentences. Then check your answer with the right column.

. IlTam KapwIK, eMec.

. KabuneT KapaHFbI eMecC.
. TebOe Oumik emec.

. Ctonm amaca emec.

. IIlIyGepex ecki emec.

. KabuneT KapaHFbI eMecC.
. Emen xip emec.

. Ommiprim >kaHa emec.

. IllaM KaprIK.

. KabuHeT KapaHFbI.
. Tobe Oumixk.

. Cron amaca.

. IIlIyGepex ecxki.

. KabuHeT KapaHFbI.
. Emen xip.

. Omiprim >kaHa.

COIONWN P W=
COIONN P W=

EXERCISE 29: TRANSLATION

Translate the sentences in Exercise 28. Check your answers with the key.



