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The speakers on this selection are Ahmad and Javid they attended high school in Afghanistan

and Javid is a graduate of Kabul University and has a slight Kabuli accent and Ahmad speaks

Kohdamani dialect of Dari.
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Ahmad:

Javid:

Ahmad:

Javid:

Ahmad:

Javid:

Ahmad:

Javid:

Ahmad:

Javid:

Ahmad:

Javid:

Ahmad:

Coming to America

May peace be up on you, are you well?

May peace be up on you, how are you?

Are you doing fine?

Are you doing fine? And how is your health?
Did you arrive safely?

By the grace of God, yes.

How was your trip? Did you have any trouble on the way here? God willing,
you didn’t.

No. By the grace of God, I arrived here without any trouble. And I had a safe
trip.

OK, all right, very well. When did you arrive here?

I arrived here on December 21, 2001 exactly. It has been ten days. I have been
here for ten days.

Good, good.
It is a very nice and pleasant environment here.

Very well, is everybody in the family well?
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Javid:

Ahmad:

Javid:

Ahmad:

Javid:

Ahmad:

Javid:

Ahmad:

Javid:

Ahmad:

Javid:

Ahmad:

By the grace of God, everybody is well. How are you, and how is your
family?

By the grace of God, fine and thank God.
Are your relatives and friends doing well?

Yes, thank God, everybody is fine. I am so glad that you came and I am so
delighted to see you.

God bless you. How is your life and how is your work? Is it good? Do you go
to work? Do you have a job or not?

Yes, by the grace of God, work and life are good. Yes, I work. It is impossible
for someone not to work.

Of course, work is part of everyone’s life. Everybody has to work. If you are
jobless, you will be bored. On the other hand, life will not go on, so
everybody has to work.

Yes.

No matter where in the world you are.

How is my uncle and the rest of the family?

By the grace of God, he is well and healthy. All friends and relatives were
well and they said “Hello” to you.

How was my uncle’s health?” Was he feeling better?

In Dari, “How was my uncle’s sickness?”
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In the background of this sentence, the listener is telling the speaker that he is listening;
his is called a rapport marker or a phatic communion.
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Javid:

Ahmad:

Javid:

Ahmad:

Javid:

Ahmad:

Javid:

Ahmad:

Javid:

Ahmad:

Yes, by the grace of God. His health is very good. He is not sick, only that he
is just old. Being old, when age increases one becomes weak. So he was
weak. By the grace of God his health is good and his sickness is under
control. He had high blood pressure but it is under control.

How are the children? Are they in school?

By the grace of God, they are all in school and they are all studying.

Didn’t they have a break recently?

Yes, they had a winter break for about fifteen days, but they are back in school
now. School is in session.

How are the economic and other situations over there?

Situations... I came from Pakistan. Pakistan’s economic situation was very
good because the antiterrorism coalition countries have been helping Pakistan
economically. But the safety and security situations in Afghanistan are very
bad, the economic situation, too.

OK, very good.

People in Afghanistan don’t have food, don’t have clothes, don’t have medicine
and don’t have anything to live on. But the people of Afghanistan have hopes
that things will get better for them.

OK, very good.
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Vocabulary

aSulleSls phrase religion colloquial sSile Sl phrase Islamic greeting (May peace be
upon you)

sl colloquial s v, pres youare v being

shsa adv colloquial , ska condition, how

ciaua 1 colloguial leds cas « 55 ©ss n+pron your health

ol colloquial =il v, pres 1is, to be

el colloquial wasT past, pl you came

sa colloquial _sa adv good, OK, well

Seadns colloquial wais past, pl you did not become, you did not get

=y colloquial =34 adv,n time, period, moment adv early

4ail colloguial sl adv, n here, this place

s collogquial xlia X adv, n the act of passing, the act of crossing v staying

K colloquial <aa prep all, everyone

&S waa colloquial <sa prep all, everyone

Sl collogquial ssiil v, pl you (pl) are

wlA colloguial Jsli n family n home, house

i gs colloquial G gs n friends, relatives

&Ky colloguial Sss adj, adv other, else adv then

@, colloquial &, n,adj, pl friends

Sl colloquial sl v, pl they are

L gladia colloquial W slgaia n, pl our eyes

Sadls colloguial sl v, pl you stay, you are, may you be, may you remain

LL colloquial Ky n, sing life n cargo, luggage

GAy colloquial sy adv recently adv times, sometimes

SeouaSs colloguial 55, sia gl » coue S adv a few days, for awhile

e cOllogquial (5550 <1250 Vv, pres, sing you (sing) are going, you will go

axe colloquial as,se v, pres, pl we are going, we will go

abs colloquial asts v, pres, pl we are coming, we will come

s,las colloguial s,las v, sing will not, does not have

S collogquial < v, sing do, to do

wals colloguial sl v, sing not to be

4aa1 collogquial |, adl n, sing to a person, to one’s self, human, Adam, someone

85l colloquial 53l v, sing to make, to turn into

s, o colloguial s 5.3 v, sing would not go, will not go
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s colloquial s prep in, at

s colloquial i n o part, corner

wab colloguial s+l v, sing to be, is

Ouse colloguial sisss v, pl they were

ola colloguial oLl pro they

RE e colloguial siX . past, pl they would say, they said

oGy colloguial ;G sl prep for you, to you

s,las colloquial s,lss v, sing does not have

G colloquial s adj, adv, conj only, just, alone

ius colloguial Cdaus adi weak

i oo colloquial sgi oo v, fut will become, will be done, will happen
sius colloguial sa.s adj,n weakness

)y colloquial =3 prep below, beneath, under

Js A colloquial English sslss n treatment, control

il colloquial Jlakl n children

K colloguial oldnl S phrase they all, all of them

sG s colloquial sulsa o past, pl they studied

Gay colloguial sy adv periods, times

S9o 12Xy colloguial 55, sia gl coae & adv, phrase a few days, for a while
o s colloquial sy, o v, fut they go, they will go

s,la colloguial s,ls v, sing it is happening v, sing to have, he/she has
asl colloguial hesitation form hesitation form

I;a colloquial Wy n things

adosos colloquial  Jiuu, 5 Jee no terrorism

s colloquial <« conj but, besides that

ald galaiil colloquial aa il salaisl phrase also it is economical

! colloguial (! adj, pro this





